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MEDIA RELEASE 





Issued 16 October 2012
National uptake as Councils & Groups support Butt Free Day this week
An estimated Seven Billion Butts are littered around Australia annually. Cigarette butts are Australia’s most littered item, consistently recorded by ‘Keep Australia Beautiful’ Litter Index* as being around 50% of the total number of items littered nationally every year. 
On Thursday, October 18th Australia has its first National Butt Free Day – when all of us can highlight the environmental threat posed by Australia’s annual litter of Seven Billion Butts. 

To put 7 billion butts into perspective Dr Barry Cox, Senior Lecturer in Applied Mathematics at the University of Adelaide came up with these butt ugly facts…
· If packed ‘on end’ and squeezed up with no gaps they would cover the playing surface of the MCG at least 20 times over - to a depth of over half a metre (0.6m); and at Sydney’s ANZ NRL Stadium they would cover the surface 52 times to a depth of 1.56 metres.
· Laid sideways ‘end to end’ they would go around the MCG boundary line 442,000 times, and 625,000 times around ANZ Stadium boundary line. 
Campaign spokesman John Phillips OAM said: “It's hard to believe that something so small can have such a big impact. We are all aware of health issues surrounding smoking, but less well informed about the environmental, social and economic impacts of butt littering.”
Butt Free Day currently has over 50 councils, organisations and individuals registered to help promote the butt litter message nationally.  These groups cover regions exceeding 3 million in population. 

YouTube is helping us spread a ‘Kicking Butt’ message…

Because butt litterers are hard to reach through conventional advertising, we are using social media with YouTube and related channels to spread the message. (See image of Kicking Butt character P2)
“Butt litterers come in all shapes and sizes but it is fair to say that young blue collar males and females represent the bulk of smokers and are very hard to reach with conventional media. What these people do consume, though, is social media - YouTube, Facebook and Twitter, so we have made a YouTube video with characters specifically aimed to get to this 'alternative' audience. The video is deliberately wacky. It carefully avoids in any way empathising or sympathising with smoking. 
“Our concern at Butt Free Australia is simply about reducing butt litter. This is not about smoking. Our long experience at Keep Australia Beautiful and Butt Free Australia is to remain focussed on litter.”
Butt littering impacts include waterways pollution through storm water drains, degradation of wildlife health and habitat, substantial yet largely avoidable daily costs in cleaning them up, and various other social, environment & economic impacts. 

We still need individuals, businesses and organisations to register as a participant so they can access educational & promotional materials to generate awareness. Register: info@buttfree.org.au  or telephone 08 8234 7255.

Help us… to educate smokers that their Butt is actually a Big Thing, when we get that huge number being dropped as litter around Australia.
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*The Keep Australia Beautiful National Litter Index is Australia’s only national, annual, quantitative measure of what litter occurs where and in what volume. Over 950 sites are visited twice per year to create an annual report on litter in each State & Territory that can be compared against the national average.

For Media Assistance, or to link to the campaign, Mike O’Reilly 0414 882 505; mike@buttfree.org.au

For Media Interviews, John Phillips 0413 877 875
Images available:  View the video at www.youtube.com/ 
[image: image1.png]



Sad and angry Butts – discarded in the gutter!
[image: image2.png]



Happy Butt in Litter Bin – where he belongs!   “Butt it – then Bin it”
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